Current progress in the development of human immunodeficiency virus vaccines: research and clinical trials.
In spite of extensive prevention programs, the HIV pandemic is still spreading worldwide, particularly in developing countries. AIDS is the leading cause of death in Africa and the fourth cause worldwide. WHO estimates that there are 16000 new cases of HIV infection daily and that 100 million individuals will be infected during the next decade. In spite of the spectacular results of triple therapy, the best strategy for controlling the HIV epidemics remains the development of an efficacious prophylactic vaccine. However, the development of such a vaccine remains a formidable challenge to both the industry and the scientific community (Esparza J. Bhamarapravati N. Accelerating the development and future availability of HIV-1 vaccines: why, when, where, and how? Lancet 2000; 355: 2061-6 [1]).